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me. We shall be able to realize the hope of permanent friend-
ship between all communities, only if we who have assembled
together will incessantly strive to build it up* I am breaking
my fast upon the strength of your assurances.1 I have not been
unmindful of the affection with which innumerable friends have
surrounded me during these four days. I shall ever remain
grateful to them. Being drawn by them I am plunging into this
stormy ocean out of the haven of peace in which I have been
during these few days. I assure you that in spite of the tales of
misery that have been poured into my ears, I have enjoyed peace
because of a hungry stomach. I know that I cannot enjoy it
after breaking the fast. I am too human not to be touched by the
sorrows of others, and when I find no remedy for alleviating them,
my human nature so agitates me that I pine to embrace death
like a long-lost dear friend. Therefore I warn all the friends here
that if real peace is not established in Bombay and if distur-
bances break out again and if as a result they find me driven to a
still severer ordeal, they must not be surprised or troubled. If they
have any doubt about peace having been established, if each
community has still bitterness of feeling and suspicion and if
we are all not prepared to forget and forgive past wrongs, I would
much rather that they did not press me to break the fast. Such a
restraint I would regard as a test of true friendship.
I venture to saddle special responsibility upon Hindus and
Mussulmans. The majority of them are non-co-operators. Non-
violence is the creed they have accepted for the time being. They
have the strength of numbers. They can stand in spite of the
opposition of the smaller communities without Government aid*
If therefore they will remain friendly and charitable towards the
smaller communities, all will be well. I will beseech the Parsis,
the Christians and the Jews to bear in mind the new awakening
in India. They will see many-coloured waters in the ocean of
Hindu and Mussulman humanity. They will see dirty waters on
the shore. I would ask them to bear with their Hindu or Mussul-
man neighbours who may misbehave with them and immediately
report to the Hindu and Mussulman leaders through their own
leaders with a view to getting justice. Indeed I am hoping that
as a result of the unfortunate discord a Mahajan will come into be-
ing for the disposal of all inter-racial disputes.
The value of this assembly in my opinion consists in the fact
that worshippers of the same one God we are enabled to partake
1 Vide Appendix II.